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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - -  x  
Chapter 11 
 
Case No. 13-11482 (KJC) 
 
 
 
  

In re 
 
EXIDE TECHNOLOGIES,  
 

Debtor.1 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

: 
: 
x 

 
 

DECLARATION OF MICHAEL BERMAN IN SUPPORT OF THE APPLICATION  
OF THE OFFICIAL COMMITTEE OF UNSECURED CREDITORS OF  

EXIDE TECHNOLOGIES FOR ENTRY OF AN ORDER AUTHORIZING THE 
EMPLOYMENT AND RETENTION OF GEOSYNTEC CONSULTANTS AS 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS TO THE  
OFFICIAL COMMITTEE OF UNSECURED CREDITORS  

 
 
 Michael Berman, being duly sworn according to law, upon his oath, deposes and says: 

1. I am a principal of Geosyntec Consultants (“Geosyntec”).  The 

information included in this Declaration concerning Geosyntec is based upon my personal 

knowledge.   

2. This Declaration is being submitted in connection with the proposed 

retention of Geosyntec as environmental consultants to the Official Committee of the 

Unsecured Creditors of Exide Technologies (the “Committee”) to perform services as more 

fully set forth in the Scope of Services – Environmental Consulting Support Agreement 

annexed hereto as Exhibit “A” and as set forth below. 

3. Geosyntec is a specialized consulting and engineering firm that 

specializes in, among other things, environmental consulting.  Geosyntec has a staff of over 

                                                           
1  The last four digits of the Debtor’s taxpayer identification number are 2730.  The Debtor’s corporate 
headquarters are located at 1300 Deerfield Parkway, Building 200, Milton, GA  30004. 
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1,000 engineers, scientists and other technical staff located in more than 70 offices throughout 

the United States and in Australia, Canada, Ireland, Malaysia, and the United Kingdom.   

4. To the best of my knowledge and belief, insofar as I have been able to 

ascertain after due inquiry, no member or employee of Geosyntec is related to Exide 

Technologies, the debtor and debtor-in-possession, (the “Debtor” or the “Company”), its 

creditors, other parties in interest identified herein, or the U.S. Trustee or anyone employed in 

the Office of the U.S. Trustee, or holds or represents any interest adverse to any such party, 

except that Geosyntec is connected with the Committee by virtue of this engagement, and 

Geosyntec may represent or have represented certain of the Debtor’s creditors or other parties 

in interest herein, or interests adverse to such creditors or other parties in interest herein, in 

matters unrelated to this case.   

5. In connection with the preparation of this Declaration, Geosyntec 

conducted a review to determine whether it has performed services for the Debtor, its affiliates 

and other interested parties identified on a list (“Interested Party List”) provided to Geosyntec 

by the Committee’s counsel in this proceeding.  Geosyntec then reviewed those results and 

found no conflicts.  Indeed, other than as set forth herein, none of the services that were or will 

be provided in the course of these other engagements: (i) is connected in any way to this 

proceeding; (ii) will impact or conflict with or be adverse to the rights of the Debtor in this 

proceeding; and (iii) will compromise Geosyntec’s ability to provide services in this 

proceeding.   

6. Geosyntec does occasionally employ independent contractors to work on 

its projects.  As part of this retention, Jeffrey Leed will serve as an independent contractor to 

Geosyntec.  Leed Environmental, Inc. (“Leed Environmental”), of which Jeffrey Leed is 

President, currently has a claim against the Debtor in the amount of $1,465.90.  The claim 
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arises from brief services that Leed Environmental provided to the Debtor in connection with a 

minor Pennsylvania State inquiry.  Additionally, Leed Environmental has indicated that it will 

withdraw and waive its de minimis claim against the Debtor.  Geosyntec, accordingly, submits 

that it is a “disinterested person” as such term is defined in Section 101(14) of the Bankruptcy 

Code. 

7. Geosyntec will promptly update and supplement this Declaration, 

disclosing any material developments regarding the Debtor or any other pertinent relationships 

that require disclosure in the above-captioned case, if and when any such developments or 

relationships come to Geosyntec’s attention. 

8. Subject to Court approval and in accordance with the reasonableness 

standard provided for in section 328(a) of the Bankruptcy Code, Geosyntec will seek 

compensation in accordance with its customary practices and in accordance with the applicable 

provisions of the Bankruptcy Code, the Bankruptcy Rules, applicable orders of this Court, and 

guidelines established by the U.S. Trustee.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained 

herein, the United States Trustee retains all rights to respond or object to Geosyntec’s interim 

and final applications for compensation and reimbursement of expenses on all grounds 

including but not limited to, reasonableness pursuant to section 330 of the Bankruptcy Code. 

9. Geosyntec charges based on actual hours expended to perform its services at 

standard hourly rates established for each employee.  It is the customary practice of the firm to 

bill clients for travel time consistent with guidelines of the jurisdiction.  For this jurisdiction, 

therefore, Geosyntec will apply a 50% discount rate to non-working travel time billed.  Fees 

reflect economies resulting from the use of paraprofessional and support personnel to develop 

schedules and analyses, input computer data, perform research, work on fee applications, and 

other activities necessary to the efficient administration of a case.  The billing rates for 
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professionals assigned to this engagement in effect as of January 1, 2014,2 are as follows: 

 Michael Berman $270 

 Michael McKibben $270 

Jeffrey Leed $270 

Other professional rates are as follows: 

   Professional $122 - $215 

   Associate $240 

   Principal $270 

   Other Staff $52 - $135  

 

10. Geosyntec charges for reasonably incurred, out-of-pocket expenses 

associated with an assignment including, but not limited to, costs of reproduction, typing, our 

legal counsel, any applicable state sales or excise taxes and other direct expenses.   

11. Geosyntec will provide a monthly fee statement for services rendered 

and out-of-pocket expenses incurred which will be accompanied by a list of professional, 

paraprofessional and support personnel providing services, their respective billing rates, the 

aggregate hours expended by each such person, a general description of the services rendered, 

summarized by discrete project, a detailed description of the services performed by each 

professional, paraprofessional and support person providing such services, the time expended, 

by discrete project, by day and a reasonably detailed breakdown of the disbursements incurred.   

  

                                                           
2 The hourly rates are subject to periodic adjustments, which occur annually on or about January 1, to reflect 
economic and other conditions.  Geosyntec will advise the Debtor and the United States Trustee of any increases 
in its hourly rates. 
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This Declaration is made under penalty of perjury. 

/s/ Michael Berman    
       Michael Berman 
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